Calendar No. 1429 


82n CoNGRESS SENATE Report 
2d Session No. 1505 


INT Y (je Wie 
RANY , Ory 
o. “~~ — 





PAW TTR 

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY TO CON- 
VEY TO THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTY AT KAHULUI, WAILUKU, MAUI, T. H. 


May 1, 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted 
the following 


REPOR'T 


[To accompany H. R. 4511] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4511) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to convey to the 
Territory of Hawaii certain real property at Kahului, Wailuku, Maui, 
T. H., having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
amendments, and recommend that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL 


Amend the bill as follows: 

On page 2, line 12, insert immediately after the word ‘condition’ 
the words “which the Secretary of the Navy may deem to be” 

On page 3, line 1, amend the proviso to read as follows: 

That the United States shall make just compensation for the acquisition of title 
to any personal property acquired by the Territory without Federal aid and for 
any new facilities provided by the Territory without Federal aid which are not in 
the nature of improvements to or replacements of existing structures. 


EXPLANATION OF THE AMENDMENTS 


Subsection 2 (b) of the bill contains the requirement that the 
Territory of Hawaii shall either maintain, or cause to be maintained, 
in a condition suitable for public airport purposes, the improvements 
now existing on the land as well as those which may hereafter be 
constructed thereon. The original wording did not specify who 
should be responsible for the standard of maintenance. The amend- 
ment on page 2, line 12, meets this requirement by specifying that the 
standard of maintenance shall be as deemed suitable by the Secretary 
of the Navy. 
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The proviso to section 2 of the original text of the bill required the 
United States to make compensation for either the use or acquisition 
of any improvements or personal property made or acquired by the 
Territory without Federal aid. The amendment on page 3, line 1, 
removes the requirement that compensation shall be made for the 
use of improvements or property. Compensation from the United 
States is required only in the event of acquisition by the Federal 
Government, 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of H. R. 4511 is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy 
to convey, without reimbursement, to the Territory of Hawaii all the 
right, title, and interest of the United States in and to the former naval 
air station, Kahului, Wailuku, Maui, T. H., comprising 1,341 acres, 
together with all improvements thereon and such personal property 
relating thereto as the Secretary of the Navy may select. 


EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


The conveyance would be made subject to the conditions 

(a) that the Territory not alienate its title to the property 
conveyed nor lease any part of it except for public airport pur- 
poses; however, particular structures or parcels not suitable for 
airport purposes may be leased for other purposes with the con- 
sent of the Secretary of the Navy; 

(6) that the Territory maintain, or cause to be maintained in a 
condition suitable for public airport purposes, the improvements 
now existing on the land as well as those which may hereafter be 
constructed thereon which the Territory and the Secretary of the 
Navy may mutually agree are suitable for such purposes; and 

(c) that in time of war or national emergency the United States 
shall have the right of free and unlimited use, exclusive or non- 
exclusive, of the land conveyed, together with any improvements 
thereon and personal property relating thereto, and may after 30 
days’ notice in writing to the Territory, enter upon, repossess, 
and reassert ownership of and title to said property, including, 
within the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy, all or any part 
of the improvements erected by the Territory, whereupon title to 
said property shall vest in the United States. The United States 
would, however, make just compensation for the use or acquisition 
of any improvements or personal property made or acquired 
without Federal aid. 

The Department of the Navy has no present need for this property, 
and since the bill contains provision for recapture of use and title in 
the event of war or national emergency, the Department favors its 
enactment. Letters from the Department of the Army and the 
Department of the Air Force state that they have no requirement 
for this property. 

The original cost of this installation was $500,000 for land and 
$28,000,000 for construction. However, many of the improvements 
have now been removed and its present value (although not readily 
ascertainable without a detailed appraisal) is very much less than 
its original cost by reason of deterioration of the improvements placed 
on the property and the actual demolition of many of them. In view 
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of the lack of current need for the airport by the Navy and other 
military departments and the fact that it can be recaptured in a time 
of need, the net result of conveyance of this property to the Territory 
of Hawaii, from a fiscal standpoint, will be the effecting of savings to 
the United States in annual maintenance and the definite advantage 
of an always ready and greatly improved airport available to the 
United States should circumstances so require. 


BUDGET DATA; DEPARTMENTAL REPORT 


The enactment of the proposed legislation will involve no expendi- 
ture of Federal funds. 

The Department of Defense favors the proposed legislation, and 
the Bureau of the Budget advises that it interposes no objection, as 
is evidenced by the letter of the Judge Advocate General of the Navy 
which is hereto attached and made a part of this report: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE NaAvy, 
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL, 
Washington, D Be Jan sary 29, 1952. 
Hon. Cari VINSON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CHaArRMAN: Your request for comment on H. R. 4511, to 
authorize the Secretary of the Navy to convey to the Territory of Hawaii certain 
real property at Kahului, Wailuku, Maui, T. H., has been assigned to the Depart- 
ment of the Navy by the Secretary of Defense for the preparation of a report 
thereon expressing the views of the Department of Defens« 

The purpose of H. R. 4511 is to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to convey, 
without reimbursement, to the Territory of Hawaii all the right, title, and interest 
of the United States in and to the former Naval Air Station, Kahului, Wailuku, 
Maui, T. H., comprising 1,341 acres, more or less, together with all improvements 
thereon and such personal property relating thereto as the Secretary of the Navy 
may select. The conveyance would be made subject to the conditions that the 
Territory shall at its own expense preserve and maintain in a condition suitable 
for public-airport purposes the improvements now existing on said property and 
those which hereafter may be constructed thereon, and that in time of war or 
national emergency the United States shall have the right of free and unlintited 
use of the property with the right, after 30 days’ notice in writing, to enter upon, 
repossess, and reassert ownership of and title to the property. 

Inasmuch as present plans do not contemplate any foreseeable need for the 
property described in H. R. 4511 and the bill contains provision for recapture of 
use and title in the event of war or national emergency, the Department of the 
Navy, on behalf of the Department of Defense, favors its enactment 

This report has been coordinated with the Department of Defense in accordance 
with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. 

The Navy Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that 
there is no objection to the submission of this report on H. R. 4511 to the Congress. 

Sincerely yours, 
G. L. RusseELL, 
Rear Admiral, United States Navy, 
J sdae Advocate General of the Var ' 
For the Secretary of the Navy 





